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Hewirr INQUIRY ExHiBIT No. 28

UNITED STATES PaAcIiFic FLEET

U. S. S. PENNSYLVANIA, Flagship
8-e-c-r-e-t :
Prary Harsor, T. H., November 28, 1941.
Memorandum for: Admiral.
Subject: Projected Reconnaissance Flight over Mandates Islands.

1. The subject was discussed with the Intelligence Section, Hawaiian Air
Force, on 27 and 28 November, 1941, and will be further discussed this afternoon
at 1430.

2. I have furnished the Intelligence Officer, Hawaiian Air Force, with Fleet
Intelligence Bulletin No. 4541, giving the general summary of the installations
and developments in the Mandates. The Chief of G-2, H. A. F., has promised
me that this publication will not be reproduced by them nor given any circulation
except to the pilots of the reconnaissance planes and to the commanders of the
Army squadrons to be stationed on Wake and Midway. This document’ will not
be carried in any aircraft.
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3. The urgent need for as wide a reconnaissance of the Marshalls, Truk and
Ponape was stressed with particular reference to Jaluit, Eniwetok, Kwajelien,
Rongelap, Wotje and Maloelap.

4. The Fleet Aerological Officer was present at this morning’s conference and
is working up meteorological data in conjunction with the proposed reconnais-
sance. From a point of view of photographic interpretation the hours of medium
shadow 9-11 a. m. and 2-4 p. m. are considered most advantageous and fog con-
ditions are expected to be best at around 10 a. m. Consequently, that hour has
been tentatively agreed upon for arrival at first objective.

5. The Army plans to fly two (2) B-24 planes fully manned with defensive
armament and photographic equipment from Wake on the selected day, de-
partures to be staggered so that arrivals over assigned initial points would be
practically simultaneous. Lacking definite information as to Radar installa-
tions in the Mandates it is proposed (tentatively) to make the first objective of
the planes Jaluit and Truk respectively. The Jaluit plane returning via Maloelap,
Wotje, Kwajelien, Rongelap and Pokaakku. The Truk plane returning via
Ujelang and Eniwetok. These return objectives being dependent upon discovery
or detection at or after first objective, and existing conditions at the time.

6. The second reconnaissance is to be conducted over Ponape enroute to Port
Moresby was assigned Ujelang, Ponape and Kapingamarangi (Greenwich Island).

7. The Hawaiian Air Force has requested that I sit in on all conferences after
the arrival here of the photographic planes and that I brief the pilots on all
matters relating to the Mandates prior to their takeoff,

[s] E.T. LAYTON.
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